
The Fort Bragg Advocate in its January 8, 1913 issue reported:

“The Fort Bragg Library is now completed and will be occupied in a few days. It is the third of a series of modern business 
structures erected within the last year. It is one of the finest library buildings in Northern California. This artistic structure 
adorns West Main Street, standing up on a lot, which the Union Lumber Company so generously donated. It is a thirty-
five by fifty-five foot wooden structure of a very plain and attractive design. The white exterior finishing give it a very 
cheerful appearance. The interior is finished entirely in natural redwood-waxed. A mezzanine floor fourteen by thirty-five 
feet makes quite an addition to the floor space. …. We feel assured that Fort Bragg will have one of the finest libraries in 
Northern California, a modern library in a modern city. “The trustees of this institution who have given much of their 
valuable time toward the furtherance of this worthy cause, the Union Lumber Company who so generously donated the 
building site and the people of Fort Bragg in general who are standing the expense of this valuable addition to our city are 
deserving of the highest praise. They are now in a position to enjoy the fruits of their labors.”

On the morning of September 20, 1987 the library in Fort Bragg was destroyed in an arson fire.

Fort Bragg Library founded in 1913



The Cannaar- Fairlee
Building (built as a funeral 
home) was purchased with 
$300,000 fire insurance 
money in May 1988. 
Conversion of the interior to 
a library was completed by 
Fort Bragg contractor, Jerry 
Matson.

The next major remodel, 
which stayed within the 
footprint of the existing 
6000 sq. ft. library was 
completed in 2007. The cost 
of the project - shared by 
the Friends of the Fort Bragg 
Library - exceeded $520,000  
of which the Friends 
contributed $470,000. Not 
included in this cost were 
the many contributions of 
time and labor by 
volunteers, personnel from 
Parlin Forks and 
Chamberlain Creek and 
county staff.

After a year in temporary quarters, 
the Fort Bragg Branch reopened in July 1988 

at 499 East Laurel Street in Fort Bragg



Fort Bragg Branch Library -
Library entrance on 499 E. Laurel St, 

showing floor plan after 
2007 remodel.



Fort Bragg Branch Library on East Laurel and Friends of Fort Bragg Library lot on North Whipple.
Location of both lots in relation to city of Fort Bragg. Green area across from library is 

Bainbridge Park (City of Fort Bragg) and Veterans Hall (County of Mendocino).



2015 Google Earth view prior to purchase of the Whipple Street property. 
Current library shown on left. Lot with buildings shown on right.



In September 2016, the Friends of 
the Fort Bragg Library purchased the 
lot next door to the current library. 
The lot and buildings were 
purchased for $185,000.

The Friends plan was to level the lot, 
preserve redwood from the site for 
the new building and continue to 
seek funds for the expansion.



By early 2021, the lot at 421 North Whipple had been cleared, perimeter fencing 
installed, and a new wooden fence built along the north property line. As the Friends 
continue to fundraise, they contract with a local mowing company to maintain the lot.



Friends  Board members with Founder of 
$1000 Club, fundraising at craft fair.

Soroptimists and Mendocino Study Club
learn about library services and donate to 

expansion project.

Generous donor leaves entire estate to 
Library Friends group for the Expansion 
Project. The bequest exceeded $500,000.



Over 85 community members have joined the $1000 Club as individual donors, 
neighborhood groups, civic organizations or given in memoriam.


